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Agenda  
1. Overview of Metropolitan Branch Trail Project 
2. Review of Previous Metropolitan Branch Trail Studies 
3. Update on Metropolitan Branch Trail 30% Design 
4. Project Costs 
5. Project Schedule 
6. Other 
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MBT Proposed Interim Connection 

MBT Proposed Shared Use Path 

MBT Shared Use Path  
Fort Totten Segment 

ANC Proposed Alternate Route 

Future Environmental Assessment 

Metropolitan Branch Trail – Fort Totten to  Takoma 
Proposed Route 



Metropolitan Branch 
Trail Development 
• 1873 – Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad constructed 
• 1990 – Coalition for the MBT forms 
• 1991 – DC City Council passes resolution endorsing the trail  
• 1999 – Coalition for the MBT drafts Concept Plan 
• 1999 – John McCormack Drive segment of Trail constructed 
• 2003 – Takoma Alignment Study conducted 
• 2004 – DDOT drafts MBT Concept Plan 
• 2004 – NoMa Metro Station segment of Trail constructed 
• 2010 – New York Ave – Franklin St segment of Trail constructed 
• 2010 - 2011 – Environmental Assessment (Fort Totten Area) 
• 2014 – Preliminary Design Begins (Brookland to Takoma) 
• 2016 – Preliminary Design Complete 
• 2017 – Fort Totten Area Design-Build Construction Announced 
• 2018 – ANC 4B resolution in support of the trail project (January) 
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Previous MBT Studies 

• Environmental Assessment (EA) for 
the Metropolitan Branch Trail from 
Brookland to Takoma (NPS Property) 
was conducted in 2010 – 2011 

• EA evaluated the environmental 
impacts of routes  

• NPS issued “Finding of No Significant 
Impact” in 2012 

• Selected alternative which routes 
trail on First St NE and McDonald 
Place 

• Did not select alternative on NPS 
property north of Riggs Rd 

• DDOT completed preliminary design 
2015-2016 
 
 



Previous MBT Studies 

• Did not study a potential bridge 
over New Hampshire Ave 

• Did not study a potential tunnel 
under New Hampshire Ave 

• Did not study a potential bridge 
over Riggs Rd 

• Did not study connection through 
the Oglethorpe Community Garden 
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Status of Environmental 
Assessment 
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• 2016: DDOT requested NPS revisit the 
decision made in the 2012 FONSI 

• 2017: NPS agreed to re-examine potential 
trail alignments 

• 2018: DDOT plans to begin new 
Environmental Assessment 

• Will consider routes proposed by the 
community 

• Will consider new routes not 
considered in previous EA 

• Estimated to take 12-24 months 
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MBT Proposed Interim Connection 

MBT Proposed Shared Use Path 

MBT Shared Use Path  
Fort Totten Segment 

ANC Proposed Alternate Route 

Future Environmental Assessment 

Metropolitan Branch Trail – Fort Totten to  Takoma 
Proposed Route 



Metropolitan Branch Trail 
Brookland to Takoma - Public Involvement 

• 2003 – Takoma Alignment Study  
• 2004 – DDOT MBT Concept Plan  
• 2010 - 2011 – Environmental 

Assessment (Fort Totten Area) 
• 2015 – Preliminary Design begins 

– Door to Door outreach to Blair 
Road Residents and Businesses 

– Public Meeting/ ANC 4B 
– Public Meeting in Manor Park 

• 2016 – Preliminary Design Complete 
– Door to Door outreach to Blair 

Road Businesses 
– Public Meeting in Manor Park 

• 2017  
– Meeting in Manor Park and walk 

through 
– June ANC 4B PWI Meeting 
– August ANC 4B PWI walk through 
– September ANC 4B Meetings 
– October ANC 4B Resolution 
– November ANC 4B Walk Through 

and Meetings 
– December ANC 4B PWI Meetings 

• 2018 
– January ANC 4B PWI Meeting 
– January ANC 4B Meeting and vote 

 
 
 

2015 Public Meeting co-hosted with ANC 4B 
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Elements of the Preliminary 
Design: Riggs Rd to Blair Rd 

• New Traffic Signal at Riggs Rd and First 
St NE 
 

• New Traffic Signal at New Hampshire 
Ave/ McDonald Pl 
 

• Shared Lane Markings and Speed 
Humps on First St NE 
 

• Contraflow Bike Lane on McDonald 
Place 
 

• No change in parking or number of 
travel lanes 
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Example of Shared-Lane 
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Example of a shared-lane or “sharrow” on 42nd St NW. A shared-
lane is proposed on 1st St NE. 



Example of Contra Flow 
Lane 

13 

Example of a contra-flow bike lane on G St NE. A contra-flow 
bike lane is proposed on McDonald Place NE 



New Traffic Signal –  
First and Riggs 
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New Traffic Signal –  
New Hampshire Ave at McDonald Pl 
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Blair Road – 
Oglethorpe Community Garden 
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Blair Road  
McDonald to Rittenhouse 
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Estimated Construction Costs 
(between Riggs and Oglethorpe) 
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Trail as Proposed Possible New EA Alignment 

New Traffic Signal at New 
Hampshire Ave/McDonald Pl  
+/- $250,000 

New Pedestrian/Bike Bridge or 
Tunnel at New Hampshire Ave 
+/- $10mil 

New Traffic Signal at Riggs 
+/- $200,000 

New Trail along railroad tracks 
+/- $250,000 

New pavement markings and 
speed humps 
+/- $30,000 

New Pedestrian/Bike Bridge 
over Riggs Road 
+/- $10mil 

New sidewalk along South 
Dakota between New 
Hampshire/First St 
+/- $50,000 

Total: +/- $530,000 Total: +/- $20.25million 

Very rough estimates! 



Project Schedule 
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Metropolitan Branch Trail Fort Totten to Takoma Schedule - Feb 2018* 
Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Season winter spring summer fall winter spring summer fall winter spring summer fall winter spring summer fall 

                                  

MBT Fort Totten to Takoma                                 

Procure 100% design                                  

Complete 100% design                                 

Procure construction contract                                 

Construction                                 

                                  

New Alignment (Manor Park)                                 

Procure NEPA Consultant                                 

Conduct NEPA work                                 

Procure Design (if applicable)                                 

Complete 30% design                                 

Complete 100% design                                 

Procure construction                                 

Construction                                 

*Schedule subject to change 



More information available: 
www.metbranchtrail.com  

 
Questions? 

Michael Alvino 
Bicycle Program Specialist – Trails 

Planning and Sustainability Division 
District Department of Transportation 

michael.alvino@dc.gov  
202-671-1321 
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http://www.metbranchtrail.com/
mailto:Michael.alvino@dc.gov
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